IN
WESTMINSTER
Welcome to my July & August e-newsletter with
news of some of my work in Westminster
and in the Warrington South Constituency
as your Labour MP.
For all the latest news on my work locally and in
Parliament you can also visit my website,
follow me on Twitter or add me on Facebook.
With very best wishes,

Labour Member of Parliament for Warrington South

NHS 70TH BIRTHDAY
The NHS recently marked their 70th birthday.
I would like to express my thanks and congratulations to all those who have made a
contribution to the gem of the NHS we have,
and especially to the staff. The Labour Party created the National Health Service – our
proudest achievement, providing universal
healthcare for all on the basis of need, free
at the point of use. I believe it is crucial that
we take good care of our NHS and its staff
and I will continue to fight to make sure
that the NHS is for the many, not the few.

recent report that the government is not doing
enough to halt climate change, it is important
than ever that this Government is prepared to
make good on their commitment to be
a leader in climate change. I look forward to monitoring this issue and future
discussions with the Secretary of State.

YOUNG LEADERS AT
REFORM RADIO
I had the opportunity in Parliament to engage
with young leaders from Reform. I thoroughly enjoyed our meeting where we discussed
various issues and challenges which young
people face in modern society and how best
it would be to tackle them. I am passionate
about engaging young people into politics as
I firmly believe that they are the future of our
country.

EARLY YEARS PROVIDERS

CLEANER ENERGY
I questioned the Secretary of State for International Trade, Dr Liam Fox, on UK Export Finance’s role in promoting clean technologies.
UK Export Finance is an agency of the Department for International Trade that underwrites loans and insurance for risky export deals, to boost international trade.

PAY REMIT GUIDANCE
WITHDRAWAL

As part of my role as a member of the International Trade Select Committee, I questioned
Dr Fox on the latest figures, which show that
99.4% of UKEF’s energy related support goes I wrote to the Minister for the Cabinet Office
to fossil fuels, despite the Government com- to express my deep frustration at the decimitment to be a leader on climate change. sion to publish the civil service pay guidance
without consulting or negotiating with the
Dr Fox committed to briefing the Commit- relevant unions first, as was promised. This
tee on UKEF’s support for fossil fuels going guidance, which meets the Government’s
forwards and assured myself and my col- promise to lift the 1% public sector pay cap
leagues that the Department for Interna- only nominally with a 1%-1.5% average pay
tional Trade was committed to UKEF’s op- rise, still well below inflation, is seen as derierations and support adhering to the Paris
sory and insulting by many in the public secAgreement, which the UK has committed to.
tor. I will continue to urge the Government to
I am very pleased I had the opportunity to raise the issue of the clean technol- immediately withdraw the Pay Remit Guidogiesand fossil fuels with the Secretary ance and enter into proper negotations with
of State. It is vitally important that the UK the relevant unions on a fully funded pay
supports clean energy across the globe. rise, one that will go some way towards making up for the years of real terms pay cuts our
Following the Committee on Climate Change’s public sector workers have had to endure.

LEASEHOLD SCANDAL
DEMONSTRATION
It was great to be a part of the Leasehold Scandal demonstration. The fact that
so many home-owners have to live with
such conditions is completely unacceptable and the Government must act on this
as soon as possible. It is important that we
cover the wider issues involved, including
tackling the unjustifiable fees which management companies are charging as well
as at the beginning of the process, where
often developers are mis-selling homes.

It was great to be able to support one of my
constituents from Lymm, who is the owner of Kids Planet Day Nurseries in Warrington, in Parliament. Supporting early
years providers across the country to provide affordable and sustainable high-quality education is vital as there is extensive
evidence that early years education has a
major impact on child development. I will
continue to press the Government on this issue so that early years providers are given
the attention and the resources they need.

HM PRISON THORN CROSS
As you may be aware the Ministry of Justice had proposed to make changes at HMP
Thorn Cross which would have given authorisation to accept category D men convicted
of sexual offences as part of its population.

IN
WARRINGTON
SOUTH

Like you, I was deeply concerned by the proposals. On hearing the news about the proposed changes on the first day of parliamentary recess, I immediately wrote to the Justice
Minister to express the very real concerns that
I and the local community had about the plans.
Following receipt of my letter the Minister,
Rory Stewart MP, called me directly to advise me that he would not be taking forward
the proposed population changes. The Minister made it clear to me he reversed the
decision because of the concerns I raised
in my letter about the prison’s proximity to local school, Appleton Thorn Primary.
As I am sure you will agree, this is absolutely the right decision. I am delighted that the
Minister listened to the concerns raised by
myself, the local community, Cheshire Police, the Police and Crime Commissioner and
Warrington Borough Council, and will not
be proceeding with the previously proposed
population changes at HMP Thorn Cross.

UNLAWFUL TRAVELLER
CAMPMENT

EN-

I was contacted by a number of residents
about this issue and the anti-social behaviour
from the travellers. I believe that action needs
to be taken to prevent this happening again.
The travellers left the site in late August and
Warrington Borough Council has assured me
that a thorough clean-up of the land will be
undertaken. While the vast majority of the
travelling community in England camp on
authorised land, the number of unauthorised
encampments has risen in recent years. As
we have seen in August, unauthorised traveller encampments are usually left in a very untidy condition, strewn with debris, rubbish, litter and worse. Such encampments can often
cause residents to feel threatened and concerned about their home and personal security. The landowners are faced with the double cost of enforcement action to clear their
unlawfully occupied land and then having the
site cleaned up and made secure to prevent
future unauthorised incursions by travellers.

Warrington has a longstanding problem with
unauthorised traveller encampments and
so it makes sense for the Council to establish a transit site. However, deciding where
to locate such a site is potentially sensitive
and the Council must be comprehensive and
inclusive in the decision-making process.
Whilst it is very important that the Council
find the right location for the transit site, this
I have now written to the Justice Minister once needs to be done as a matter of urgency.
again. I have called on him to provide clear
assurances that proposals like this relating to I have written to Professor Steven BroomHMP Thorn Cross will not be repeated in fu- head, Chief Executive of Warrington Borture. Local residents deserve to feel safe in ough Council, to raise concerns residents’
concerns about the unlawful encampthe knowledge that this situation will never ocment in the Greenall’s Avenue area. I have
cur again.
asked that he now ensures that the Council installs robust security measures on this
land as a matter of urgency to help prevent

the future unlawful occupation of the site. town and I am positive that Warrington would
make an excellent host for the major internaHowever, I am concerned that Government tional tournament of the RLWC2021.
cuts to local authority budgets have exacerbated the shortage of authorised sites.
More widely, the Government has removed
the legal requirement for local authorities to
make a specific assessment of the housing
needs of Gypsies and Travellers. Ministers
have also refused to outline how the £60 million made available for Traveller sites under
the Affordable Homes Programme has been
spent. I will continue to closely follow any na- I invited Chief Council Officers including Stetional and local developments to this issue. ven Broomhead, Chief Executive, Cllr Maureen McLaughlin and the team behind Room
at the Inn to discuss the future of Homeless
Provisions in Warrington;

MEETING WITH THE COUNCIL
AND THE ROOM AT THE INN

SUPPORTING THE RUGBY
LEAGUE WORLD CUP 2021 BID
I have written a letter of support for Warrington’s Rugby League World Cup 2021 Bid Partnership Board to host part of this major international tournament once again. Warrington
has long established itself as a deeply passionate Rugby League town with its long and
successful legacy with Warrington Wolves.

Asia, Africa and Europe. With traditional and contemporary dancing, musicians
I am very pleased to have been able to bring and singers, each performance was exceptogether Council Officers and the team be- tional and was thoroughly enjoyed by all.
hind RATI in my office, and I am very pleased
that constructive conversations were held Food on the night was provided courtesy of
Cinnamon Lounge on Sankey Street in Warbetween all the parties present in a friendrington.
ly environment. However homelessness is a
serious issue in Warrington and across the
The evening’s charity raffle prizes includUK. It is vital that various interest groups
ed vouchers for a complimentary Leisure
continue to work together to tackle the root
Day pass for a family of four, an overnight
causes of Homelessness and support vulBed & Breakfast stay for two, both at The
nerable people and prevent the numbers of Park Royal Hotel in Stretton, and a signed
rough sleepers increasing. I look forward to bottle of House of Commons wine donatseeing the progress in future meetings.
ed and signed by Faisal Rashid MP. The
vulnerable in our Borough.

money raised from the raffle is being donated to Warrington Disability Partnership.

‘AN EVENING OF CULTURAL DIVERSITY’ A HUGE SUCCESS

Warrington Borough Council is currently in
the process of reviewing all commissioned
services within the Borough. I initiated this
meeting which was held in the local Constituency Office to facilitate a discussion to look
at the overall future provision.

I believe Warrington has played a key role in
developing the the Physical Disability Rugby
League, in which the first match was held in
Warrington this year and attracted over 1,000
spectators. I have also called on the Government to address in regards to the Women’s
Rugby League. I am pleased to share that I
have also held positive discussions for the fu- There was a unanimous agreement between
ture of Women’s Rugby League in Warrington all parties that further discussion was needwith Warrington Wolves CEO, Karl Fitzpatrick. ed.
I believe that the Rugby League is a tremen- Future meetings have been agreed to endous sport and deserves the increasing rec- sure representations and concerns from all
ognition it is getting. I am incredibly proud
parties are heard with a view to finding the
of Warrington’s legacy as a Rugby League
best possible solutions to support the most

On Thursday 12 July, the popular ‘An Evening
of Cultural Diversity’ event at Walton Hall
and Gardens returned. The evening was a
huge success with over 250 people taking
their seats in the special DADs marquee.
Held in association with Warrington
Disability Partnership, the event took
place during DAD 2018 week, bringing together a range of cultures for an
evening of entertainment and good food.
Thanks to generous sponsorship from a local
business, I was able to make this a free event.
The multi-cultural evening featured an impressive line-up of entertainment. Performances throughout the evening honoured
cultures and nationalities from across

I am delighted that so many people came
along to this fantastic event to appreciate
and value the rich diversity of our town.
By bringing many of our communities together and creating an environment where
people can enjoy the different cultures
within Warrington, I believe this event has
been a great way in helping to strengthen the bond between our communities.

WARRINGTON DISABILITY AWARENESS DAY 2018
I had a great time at Warrington Disability Awareness Day.
Warrington South Labour supported a great initiative and
it was great to see so many people signing the poster of
the ‘NHS 70th Birthday Card’ and engaging with them of
thow much needs to be done to improve the current state of
the NHS.

WARRINGTON MELA 2018
It was great to support the annual MELA event held at
the Parr Hall which was organised by Warrington Ethnic
Communities Association (WECA). The organisers and
volunteers were wonderful at helping in making it a successful event even when the weather was dreadful. It was
a fabulous display of our great community spirit!

WARRINGTON SOUTH LABOUR PARTY SOCIAL
- CELEBRATING FIRST YEAR AS MP
There was an excellent turnout for the social celebrating
my first year as MP and the victory we achieved with
Warrington South Labour Party last June. It was great
to see with many new members attending. Shadow
Minister for Business and International Trade Bill Esterson MP joined us as the guest speaker to celebrate
our anniversary. Let’s keep working hard for the many and
make a real difference.

As your local MP, if there are ever any issues I can
help you with, please do not hesitate
to get in contact.
I hold surgeries at my constituency office at
1 Wilson Patten Street every Friday.
From 9.30am-11.30am I hold an open surgery,
no appointment necessary, and then from 11.30am
I hold surgeries by appointment.
To book an appointment:
Email: faisal.rashid.mp@parliament.uk
Call: 01925 351 010
I also hold regular roving street surgeries.
For further information please call my office.
For up to date information about my work:
Visit my Facebook page at
facebook.com/faisalrashidMP
Or my website at www.faisalrashid.com

Working hard for all communities in Warrington South
Our community is our strength – Together we are stronger
Appleton | Bewsey & Whitecross | Chapelford & Old Hall | Grappenhall | Great Sankey North & Whittle Hall
| Great Sankey South | Latchford East | Latchford West | Lymm North & Thelwall | Lymm South | Penketh &
Cuerdley | Stockton Heath

